USD 320 School Bus
Discipline Plan

When students misbehave on the bus or at bus stops, it not only creates an unsafe condition by
distracting the driver, it also infringes on the rights of other passengers. For this reason,
misconduct will not be tolerated. The following briefly outlines and explains the procedures
that will be used when students misbehave on the bus.

TYPICAL CONSEQUENCES FOR NEGATIVE BUS BEHAVIOR
(Depending on the age of the student and the severity of the incident)

1. Bus driver response to behavior

Bus Conduct Report filled out sent to appropriate school Administrator and
parent/guardian contacted.

Same as #2 plus 1 — 3 days suspension

Same as #2 plus 3 — 5 days suspension

Same as #2 plus 5 — 10 day suspension

Same as #2 plus 15 day suspension

Same as #2 plus 45 day suspension

Same as #2 plus rest of school year suspension

IMMEDIATE ACTION
Behaviors listed below will result in an immediate written report and a 5 day loss of bus riding
privileges or the next level of consequences, whichever is greater.
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Fighting
Obscene language or behavior
Throwing objects in or out of the bus
Possession of weapons (Treated according to USD 320 Weapons Policy)
Destroying bus property
Refusal to obey the driver
Use or possession of tobacco, drugs or alcohol
Abuse or harassment directed at the driver or students (Physical or Verbal)

Remember, bus service is a privilege and not a right. In fact, the cost of transportation for most
USD 320 passengers is a service for which the district does not receive any funding from the
state or federal government.



Expectations for USD
320 Bus Passengers

I. STUDENT READINESS
While safety is our top priority, anyone in the transportation industry would have to admit that time is also a
major concern. To provide good service we must keep route times a short as possible and avoid any
unnecessary delays.

1st: Passengers are expected to be ready to load on time
Having the bus wait for students at each stop may sound like a good idea, but in reality it isn’t in the best
interest of our students. Routes are developed as close to the minute as possible — not being ready at the
scheduled time, creates delays and the possibility of arriving late to school.

2nd: Passengers are expected to take a seat quickly after loading and be ready to unload before
arriving at their destination.

Passengers should never cause delays or safety risks by taking excessive time loading or unloading. Before the
bus reaches the stop, and has traffic backed up, students should make sure they have all their property together
and they are ready to unload
II. STUDENT SAFETY COMPLIANCE
Each year in the United States, an average of 19 children forfeit their lives in accident connected with loading or
unloading from a school bus. The following basic preventative measure should help to insure that none of the
children in our district should ever become a part of such unfortunate statistic.

1st: Arrive at your designated bus stop early.

Students rushing to catch a bus seldom pay attention to oncoming traffic and often get too close to the bus

without making sure the driver sees them.
2nd: Stay at least ten feet away from the bus.

Students must never get within ten feet of the bus, unless it has completely stopped and the driver has motioned
them to approach the front door. Students should NEVER walk behind or along the side of the bus. If students
need to cross the street, they should walk at least 10 feet ahead of the bus, and wait until the driver motions for
them to cross.

3rd: Remain seated and facing forward while on the bus.
It is important for all passengers to remain seated until the bus makes a complete stop and the driver instructs
them to begin unloading
II1. STUDENT BEHAVIOR
There are four basic principles that should govern the conduct of school bus passengers. These principles are
easy to understand.

1st: Behaviors which are not appropriate in other places are not acceptable on the bus or at the
bus stop.
Most of the bus misconduct reports are for behaviors such as fighting, bothering others, profanity, vandalism,
stealing, excessive noise and throwing objects on or out of the bus windows. Behaviors that are unacceptable
both at school and in the family car will not be tolerated on the bus either.

2nd: Behaviors that infringe upon the rights of others are not acceptable on the bus or at the bus
stop.

Students should be able to wait at the bus stop or ride the bus without others bothering their person or property.
Anyone using the bus transportation system must behave respectfully toward others.

3rd: Behaviors that distract the bus driver are not acceptable
Bus drivers need to have their attention focused on safely driving the bus. It is important for each student to
create and maintain a relatively quiet and non-distractive environment on the bus.

4th: Behaviors that create unsafe conditions are not acceptable
The driver is “in command” of the bus and his/her instructions must be complied with by all persons on board.
For their own safety, and the safety of other riders to fully cooperate with all safety instructions whether written
or given verbally by the driver.



BUS REGULATIONS AND RULES
Bus Regulations (Policy JGG-Q)
Bus transportation shall be provided to and from school for those students who
qualify. The district may provide transportation for all school activities.
Transportation will be denied to students who are detained after school for
disciplinary reasons.

Students who use school-provided transportation shall be under the jurisdiction of
the vehicle driver while in the vehicle. Students shall be subject to the district’s
student behavior code and other regulations.

A bus driver shall not knowingly discharge riders at places other than the regularly
scheduled bus stops unless the parent and the principal give prior authorization. No
student may ride on a school bus as a guest of another student unless previous
arrangements have been made by written authorization from parents and the
principal and seating is available.

The parent should communicate in writing any change in after-school bus
transportation or the parent is to call the school office. This information will be
given to the bus driver at the end of the day. If a student misses the afternoon
bus because of a lack of parental communication or students do not follow the
appropriate dismissal procedures, it will be the parent’s responsibility to
make transportation arrangements. The school will make every reasonable
effort to notify the parent of the situation.

The shuttle bus is available to all students whose parents sign up for the service.
All bus rules apply to those students who use the shuttle service.

e Students must be on time at the designated pick up location.

e Students are to conduct themselves in a safe and orderly manner in
accordance with school rules, while waiting for the bus.

e Students are not to carry anything on to the bus that will impede foot traffic
in the aisle.

o All feet and legs are to be kept out of the aisles.

e Food, drinks, balloons, weapons and animals are not allowed on the school
bus.

e Students are not to get out of their seat while the bus is in motion.

e Students will place all trash in the trash container as they exit the bus.

e Students are not to extend their arms or heads out of the bus window.



e When leaving the bus, students are to follow the directions of the driver. If
students cross the road, cross in front of the bus after making sure the
highway is clear of traffic.

e Students who ride the bus to an event must ride the bus back to school,
unless parents/guardian have contacted the school and sent a note. Students
may ride back with only their parents/guardian.

¢ Incidents involving initiations, hazing, intimidation, and/or related activities
which are likely to cause bodily danger, physical harm, or personal
degradation or disgrace resulting in physical or mental harm, or which affect
the attendance of another student, are prohibited.

IMMEDIATE ACTION
Behaviors listed below will result in an immediate written report and a 5 day loss
of bus riding privileges or the next level of consequences, whichever is greater.

Fighting

Obscene language or behavior

Throwing objects in or out of the bus

Possession of weapons (Treated according to USD 320 Weapons Policy)
Destroying bus property

Refusal to obey the driver

Use or possession of tobacco, drugs or alcohol

Abuse or harassment directed at the driver or students (Physical or Verbal)

Discipline Plan

1. Bus driver response to behavior

Bus Conduct Report filled out sent to appropriate school Administrator and
parent/guardian contacted.

Same as #2 plus 1 — 3 days suspension

Same as #2 plus 3 — 5 days suspension

Same as #2 plus 5 — 10 day suspension

Same as #2 plus 15 day suspension

Same as #2 plus 45 day suspension

Same as #2 plus rest of school year suspension
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